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In the midst of darkness, and in a
world shrouded in Covid and
conflict, it is good to remember the
hopeful things that bring us joy. For
me, it is celebra�ng the love
between two people.
The foyer of Knox Church is a place of welcome
and of farewell.
When a wedding is more tradi�onal, it is where
I wait for the bride to arrive. Family and friends
are seated inside. O�en, some have come long
distances, perhaps from beyond New Zealand.
It is usual now for many also to wait online for
the live-stream to begin. The groom and his
support are wai�ng too.
Once the bride arrives, there is final prepara�on
- the readying for the procession, the �dying of
hair – and late guests apologe�cally slip past. I
move towards the front, gather up the groom
and groomsmen, make an announcement, the
congrega�on stands, the music sounds and the
service begins.
These days people tend to treat church like any
other place they visit. The lack of nervousness
helps. Laughter surfaces more readily. Applause
and shouts of support naturally emerge.
Animated conversa�on accompanies the
signing of the register. It feels natural, a
marvellous mix of respec�ul seriousness and
joy.
In no �me, the couple are walking together
down the aisle, married. What a journey they
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have begun. Every couple I have met has
thought a great deal about what they are
doing before they say their vows, to commit to
each other as long as they live.
Most find within ancient words the purpose of
what they are doing. Paul’s chapter on love in
his le�er to the church at Corinth s�ll reflects
what they seek. All are though�ul about the
possibility it will not work out despite their
best efforts.
Such rela�onships are remarkable. The choice
to focus love on one person through all of life’s
changes is brave and ripples out to bless those
around them. The two encourage each other
and help each other grow.
When the emphasis is right, interrup�ons in the
service become stories to be remembered. For
me they have included three groomsmen
fain�ng, one a�er the other. We caught them
falling and laid them out on the floor. They were
soon revived. More than once the bride has
been very late, including a �me I had a funeral
immediately a�erwards in a neighbouring
church, followed by another wedding. And then
when the silk ribbon holding the rings kno�ed.
That day, amid great laughter, I was grateful for
people who carried scissors in their bags.
Even the most surprising interrup�ons cannot
reduce the value of celebra�ng love between
two people in a service of commitment.

Kerry

Let’s Re-open the Doors!
Deacons’ Court has a cunning plan ...
Now that Covid appears to be just something
we have to live with, many of us are wondering
if it is �me to open the doors of Knox outside of
just Sunday.
There are several reasons the doors of Knox
Church have remained closed during the week:
• Covid 19
• No one is on site to lock the doors in the
late a�ernoon
• Vandalism and the�. Knox is not the only
church affected
Deacons’ Court (with Church Council support)
plan to address this in a moderate way. The
church will be opened temporarily on the days
of the University of Otago gradua�on on 20
August and the Otago Polytechnic on 22
September. We hope to open on a more
permanent basis to align with the cruise ship
visitors from October 28.
This is not just a Deacons' Court ini�a�ve. It
must be owned by the congrega�on if it is to
succeed. Many churches and cathedrals
overseas run similar schemes very well.

The Church Project
Key idea
•
•

To open the church
To celebrate the history of the building, a
Heritage New Zealand Category 1 Building

Where are we so far?
•

The Property Commi�ee of Deacons’ Court
has brainstormed ideas, and asked key
people for their assistance. Vanessa Sinclair
will develop an app to be downloaded to
visitors’ phones (for a small cost) once we
have everything prepared for her. Peter
Wishart has loaned us a copy of the Knox
Visitors’ Guide he prepared when he was
Assistant Minister (1968-72) and has a
wealth of informa�on about the church in
that period and of the old church manse
which stood where the Knox Garden is now.
Peter Matheson also has researched Knox
Church and its characters, and has stories of
being a son of the manse during Rev Jim
Matheson’s ministry. We hope to have Peter
narrate any audio files we prepare.
We have visited (and photographed) Old St
Paul’s in Wellington and Nelson Cathedral to
evaluate their approach to tourism.
As references, we’ll be consul�ng the Knox
history books, such as They built in faith: a short
history of Knox Church (1860-1976), and the
Knox Church records at the Presbyterian
Archives.

What can you do to help?

The concept

Do you have any ideas to add?

•

We need people willing to:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Open the church between 11-2, a few days a
week
A�ach a flag of welcome to the fence when
the church is open
Support the opening with volunteers – not
only Knox people
Have a mul� purpose informa�on desk
where the table is inside the glass doors
Develop an app of a tour of Knox with the
history and features of the building
Prepare a guide to the church
Use the payWave terminal to support selling
goods and services
Have souvenirs available for purchase
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•
•
•

•

gather and si� informa�on
compile the Visitors’ Guide
develop a scavenger hunt within the
church building (only for taking photos
or matching photos to items)
volunteer as a guide or welcomer

Contact details:
Liz Miller liz.miller@xtra.co.nz
Suzanne Bishop suzken.bishop@gmail.com
Paul and/or Phillipa Crack
paul.phillipa@gmail.com
Lee Somerville lsomerville@xtra.co.nz

How well do you know your church?

Take the DC Quiz!
Who, what and/or where are the following images:
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Mid-Winter Reflections

Council Clerk Lincoln Coe shares his thoughts on Matariki, Knox and
its people.

The shortest day is behind us and the days are
ge�ng longer, yet there is s�ng in the weather
s�ll: the cold rain is shee�ng as I write this.
Matariki was a �me spent reflec�ng on the past
and those we have loved and lost, �me spent
being grateful, and looking forward to the
possibili�es of a new year ahead of us. And in
our church life moving into the �me a�er
Pentecost, a �me to search out the presence
and coming of the Holy Spirit among us.
For me, I have spent some �me recently
considering life within the church, Knox, and its
people.
I have been in the role of Council Clerk for a bit
over six months. I have certainly learned more
about Knox and the wider church, and have
interacted with many new people. I am s�ll
struck by the number of people who pitch in to
help make things happen here at Knox. Thank
you to those ac�ve in pastoral support, morning
teas, ea�ng together and walking together,
par�cipa�ng in suppor�ng worship, the work of
our Deacons’ Court, Council and other
commi�ees and groups. Our church community
and mission is richer for what you do!
Over the past two years I have a�ended both
Presbytery and Synod gatherings, mee�ng and
interac�ng with others from all over Otago &
Southland. We are different in many ways
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across the south of Te Waipounamu, with
churches in rural areas, suburban communi�es,
and central-city churches. Beliefs and outlooks
on topics such as conversion therapy and
sexuality differ, and a climate change
conversa�on with someone from the country is
quite different from that with a university
student. And yet, we are all part of the
Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa New Zealand,
with its historical processes and systems
developed and grown over �me, and of course
we are bound together by our desire to be
followers of Jesus. Within this, Knox has its own
perspec�ve, one we should con�nue to share
with the wider church, regionally and na�onally,
with courage, openness and grace.
There are differences within Knox, too, of
course, including people’s individual faith
journeys. I’ve been wondering how Knox can be
a place that con�nues to welcome people who
are curious about God, about Jesus, or those
who think there has got to be “more to life”
than what they are experiencing at present. We
all have varied reasons for staying involved;
there is not any single approach that is going to
meet all our different individual needs, and
support and nurture our faith journeys. So how
do we at Knox embrace those differences and
let the Love of God bring us together to grow
and flourish?
If you want to be more involved, or feel you can
contribute to life at Knox, don’t hesitate to
approach one of our ministers or a Church
Council member.
Stay warm, stay dry and may you feel the
presence of our Lord Jesus with you, bringing
peace, comfort and inspira�on.

Lincoln

Ministry Settlement Board: Update
With our minister Kerry re�ring in November,
the process for calling a new minister to lead
our congrega�on has begun. An important step
is selec�ng members for the Ministry
Se�lement Board.

Alexander Heyes
Jill Rutherford
Royden Somerville
Vanessa Sinclair

Of 10 nominees, four members of the
congrega�on were chosen by secret ballot at a
special mee�ng following the 13 August
morning service. Another two will be chosen by
the Church Council at their next regular
mee�ng this month.

Alexander is a tenor in the Knox
Choir and an ac�ve member of
the Knox Young Adults group. He
and his wife Hayley Rata Heyes
joined Knox about six years ago.

In an earlier le�er to the congrega�on, Council
Clerk Lincoln Coe and MSB Convenor Rev Ed
Masters expressed how heartening it was “to
see such a high level of interest and
engagement in this process at Knox Church.”
They also asked everyone to keep the words of
Philippians 2:2b-5 in mind:
"(B)e of the same mind, having the same love,
being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing
from selfish ambi�on or empty conceit, but in
humility regard others as be�er than
yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own
interests but to the interests of others. Let the
same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus.”
The following nominees were chosen and are
listed in alphabe�cal order by first name:

Jill is also in the choir. She has
served Knox in a wide variety of
roles since joining in 2005,
including having been on a
previous MSB.
Royden is a long-standing
member of Knox. He’s held
leadership roles at Presbyterian
Support Otago, Knox College and
at PCANZ. He is the former
Chancellor of the University.
Vanessa is an ac�ve member of
Knox Young Adults. She serves in
many roles, including the
pastoral care commi�ee, the
sound desk during services, and
is a leader of the Knox Youth
group. ††
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Of Demons and Demonising
Whether or not you believe in li�le red devils ‘making’ us do bad
things, the struggle against our own demons is as real today as it was
in Jesus’ �me, says Peg Pfab. The challenge is how we can reconnect
to the God of Love to heal our brokenness and that of others…
Perhaps for the people of Jesus’ �me, demon
possession was a way of trying to explain
frightening behaviours they couldn’t
understand. Perhaps we have not come so far
since then?
Recently in California, a three-year-old child
died during a day-long exorcism
held by the child’s family at their
church.
And I suggest that the
‘conversion therapy’ used to
‘convert’ LGBTQ people is a close
rela�ve of exorcism. I have
visited too many suicidal young
people in psychiatric wards who
were told they can never be
loved for who they are to have
any sympathy for this
movement.
What I want to reflect on today
is the demonic as a metaphor for
the shadow side within all of us,
the “demons” we all struggle
with individually and collec�vely
and which seem to overtake us.
We can all think of those things within
ourselves: It may be addic�ons to drugs or
alcohol or sex; it may be that overwhelming
focus on achieving pres�ge, power, money or
the need to make other people like us.

And we also know that a history of abuse does
not determine the future; that with support
and interven�on, through connec�ng to the
Spirit of God’s Love, survivors heal themselves
and bring healing to others.
As well as our metaphorical individual demons,
we also see the results of
collec�ve dysfunc�on and the
demonic, out-of-control beliefs
and ac�ons which lead to untold
tragedies worldwide. Things like
school shoo�ngs in Ulvade, Texas
don’t “just happen”...
Where does this all come from? Is
it not from the disconnect with the
Source of Love; with God, however
you understand that concept?
When we are disconnected from
that reality we are disconnected
from our authen�c selves; the
selves that were created good;
valued and honored. If we can
know that we are loved and
accepted as we truly are, we can
be at peace and find contentment,
and bring peace and healing to
others.
For many people though, that sense of
authen�c goodness is erased either because of
how they were treated by their families, their
cultures or ins�tu�ons. We are all too o�en
treated like the crayon [in the children’s story]
that was expected to be red and perceived as
‘broken’ because it wasn’t…
What can be done? I wish I had THE answer (of
course, I don’t) but I have some intui�ons.
Individually we can recommit to believing in our
innate goodness. We were created in the image
of God; we ARE beloved by that God. So how
can we live more deeply with that reality so
that we can be at peace with ourselves and
others?

We all have
demons we
struggle
with: drugs,
alcohol, sex,
power,
money, or the
need to make
other people
like us....

Some�mes we can’t see the ‘demons’ in
ourselves; we need to listen when others tell us
that they see we are broken in some way…or
that our ac�ons are breaking others.
One of the reali�es of life seems to be that
those who are broken break others and lash out
in ways that hurt and destroy. We all know the
stories of child abuse, domes�c violence, the
indescribable behaviors toward children that
end up with those children growing up to break
others.

Con�nued on bo�om of page 9
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Always been here: At the end of Pride Month, Rachel

Tombs spoke from the heart on the history, pain & promise of being
queer in the Church & Aotearoa New Zealand
Always been here.
To invite people in, to welcome them, to feed
them and hear them is a commitment we make
as a Chris�an community, to follow the life of
Jesus. To offer healing, comfort, peace. To make
sure people never feel on the outside. Or alone
or unimportant. To know people by name and
go into their communi�es.
As a church we’ve lost our way in honouring
this commitment to many, to Māori, to
Muslims, to children. This
morning I want to focus
on the queer community.
A few weeks ago, I
a�ended a tangihanga for
the first �me. It was to
grieve the loss of a young
person who dedicated
their �me and energy to
building community here
in Ōtepo�. Community
for Māori reconnec�ng with their whakapapa.
Community for survivors of sexual violence.
Community for takatāpui [same-sex
companion] and queer people.
On the final evening stories were shared in the
wharenui [mee�ng house]. One speaker said
something along the lines of let this be the last
one. I’m keeping that thought at the forefront
of my mind as I reflect on queer whānau and
our responsibili�es as a church. Let this be the
last tangihanga in Dunedin for a young Māori
person, and let this be the last �me we grieve a
young queer person.
You are probably familiar with the sta�s�cs
which indicate LGBTQIA+ people are more likely
than the general popula�on to experience
worse mental health outcomes. Research in NZ

shows around three �mes the incidence of
anxiety, depression and suicidal idea�on.
…A mental health prac��oner told me this is
only true for LGBTQIA+ people who are not
affirmed and accepted by their families, or their
communi�es. For LGBTQIA+ people who are
affirmed by their families and communi�es, the
prevalence of poor mental health is the same as
the general popula�on. Hold that piece.
The choices we make, the way we behave, the
things we preach, as a
church – and as Chris�ans
–ma�er. There are around
4,000 young people in the
care and the community of
the Presbyterian church
around the country.
At our General Assembly
held on Zoom early this
year, a proposal was passed
that a dialogue group on
inclusivity be formed, the sugges�on being that
members of an an�-gay lobby group meet with
queer Chris�ans and allies to talk about how we
can find a way through, mediated by the
Moderator. If the group is successful, proposals
approved by “both sides” will be brought back
to the next assembly. The bi�er and long
debates will conclude. Can we become a church
that allows both viewpoints to exist? Can we
find a way through?
…I grew up in [the] Presbyterian Church of
Ireland. Since 2018, it has not recognised gay
couples as members of the church. They cannot
receive communion – the bread of life. Their
children cannot be bap�sed – the water of life…
It won’t surprise you to know there is a lot of
pain in these conversa�ons. Queer folks have
said repeatedly, what is a ma�er of belief to

Con�nued on next page
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an�-gay members of the church is a ma�er of
life, of existence, to us.
In all the debates I’ve heard in the church I think
what irritates me the most as a historian is the
idea that queer existence is new. A symptom of
modernity. Modern, in a bad way.
…A�er the 2004 assembly…, one commissioner
is recorded saying, “We follow scripture, not
Shortland Street; we follow Christ, not culture”.
In Aotearoa, prac�ces other than
heterosexuality and being cis-gender [a person
whose iden�ty and gender corresponds with
their birth sex] were accepted in tradi�onal
Māori society pre-colonisa�on. Takatāpui, an
“in�mate companion of the same
sex", is a word that existed in one
of the earliest wri�en Māori
dic�onaries in 1832. We know
from mōteatea, waiata, karakia
and whakairo (tradi�onal chants,
songs, incanta�ons and carvings)
that the term is hundreds of
years old. The most popular
example of takatāpui in Māori
history involves the popular
(heterosexual) love story of
Hinemoa and Tutanekai. In the
story Tutanekai serenades
Hinemoa with his flute. Before
this, the same flute was played by
Tiki with whom he was in a loving rela�onship…
It is said that during a period of separa�on from
Tiki, Tutanekai said to his father, "I am dying for
love for my friend, for my takatāpui, my beloved,
for Tiki".
If we wish to play part in de-colonising our
church, that
includes
recognising
takatāpui and
queer people as
part of the
whānau.
Another example
in Aotearoa’s long
queer history is the
life of Amy Bock

(right). Amy lived
many different lives,
using different
names, personas
and iden��es. One
of these personas
was Percival
Redwood wearing
three-piece suits
with slicked-back
hair. …"She liked her
whiskey and all that
sort of thing. I used to see her taking home
young ladies from dances a�er the dance was
over. I was in her company
hundreds of �mes and I had no
idea that it was, er, a woman.”
…Stories like Amy Bock and
Tutanekai indicate the long
existence of queer people in New
Zealand. Not so modern. Always
been here.
What good is it for people to be
le� hiding in a pit? To be silenced?
The way of God is a way which
turns wailing into dancing. Pain
into solidarity. Isola�on to
community. Protest into party.
The exclusion of gay clergy in that
2004 assembly did not apply to
anyone licensed, ordained or inducted before
2004. There was a grandfather clause. So, when
people ask if we have gay clergy in PCANZ, the
answer is yes. We do. And to my mind, we will
again. Always been here.
Matariki invites us to reflect on those we have
lost. The cloud of witness we are surrounded by.
I think you can see Pride Month as asking us to
do the same.
We mourn those we have lost. Those who
cleared the paths for us, right here in this place
in our church, in our city…Let us create a city
and a church where people feel their life is
affirmed and celebrated and wrapped in the
love of God. ††

What good is
it to be left
hiding in a
pit? The way
of God turns
wailing into
dancing,
isolation to
community
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Fred and other youngsters were enthralled by a Lego display on the Communion Table in
July, while in June, we shared wonderful worship and kai with our near neighbours, the
Korean Evergreen Church.

Peg Pfab sermon con�nued from page 6
Collec�vely, we can join together with people
who also want harmony, peace and jus�ce.
We can recognise not only the brokenness of
those who preach exclusion and violence and
division, but also somehow the beauty of the
soul of the person that is deep under the fear
and violence. There is s�ll the Spirit of Love
within that person that can lead to healing.
This is tremendously hard work. I personally
fail many �mes. It is much easier to condemn
someone than to try to understand the
brokenness and emp�ness in that person’s
being. This does not mean excusing
destruc�ve, selfish behavior at all, simply
trying to remind ourselves that the person is
s�ll human and in need of compassion.
We can together reaffirm a belief that,
although there are frightening, horrendous
things in the world and humans do evil things,
the God of Light and Love, the Crea�ng and
Healing God, is always stronger than evil….
Will this make a big difference? Can we
exorcise the demonic from our hearts and

minds and collec�ve soul? What is the
alterna�ve? IF we believe, as Isaiah says, that we
ARE loved and honoured; if we believe the stories
of the Jesus we say we follow and his command to
love, we don’t have much choice do we?
In closing: Please sit for a moment and open your
hearts and minds to hearing again the words of
Isaiah: offered to another, ancient culture that
also lived with fear.
Now says the Holy One;
I am the One who created you,
Who formed you.
Do not fear, for I have redeemed you;
I have called you by name; you are mine.
2
When you pass through the waters, I will be with
you,
and through the rivers, they shall not
overwhelm you;
when you walk through fire you shall not be
burned.
and the flame shall not consume you.
3
For I am the Holy One, your God,
4
You are precious in my sight
and honoured and I love you. ††
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The Neighbour

By Alexander Heyes
A modern take, or ‘text-message’, on Luke 10:25-37
Luka
I had a story in the ODT last week, but they
dropped it. Apparently, there wasn’t space.
Wanna hear?
Sure
A student got mugged on Sunday night. Lost
their phone, keys, wallet. Dislocated their knee.
In Dunedin? Gangs are ge�ng out of hand.
They were stuck in the alley for half an hour. A
guy in a suit walked past on his phone. When
they asked for help, they guy said he didn’t
have any change.
I can understand the confusion,
begging is such a nuisance. The police should
do something.
Then a pastor walked past in a dog-collar. The
student called out, but he just sped up.
I’m sorry for the student but they should
have been more careful. I wouldn’t stop
if someone shouted at me in the street.
Yeah…. Well, a young Māori guy in a mongrel
mob jacket was the only one who stopped and
asked if they were all right. He helped the
student to his car and drove them to the ED.
They wouldn’t let him in with his patches.
I don’t believe it. I can’t imagine that
happening to anyone I know.
LOL.
I got their address.
They live right next door to you.

Thanks to Alexander Heyes for sending in his crea�ve wri�ng piece on the
Good Samaritan! The Knox News is looking for more stories and ideas….
Keen on wri�ng? Is there something or someone you’d be interested in reading
about? Why not join the Knox News team? Or send your sugges�ons to Jill at:

jill.rutherford@outlook.co.nz
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Russell Duff Delves into Family Lore

Russell Duff loves to relate stories about his
ancestors.
He says: “My great-grandfather was only a li�le
man like me. He owned the Derby Inn (below),
in Waitahuna Gully, and when a customer
refused to pay, great-granddad jumped over the
bar, knocked him out, dragged him out the front
door and le� him.”

Russell (76) has been compiling his family
history since the 1990s and has reached the
stage of assembling stories, which he plans to
put into a book.
He has some �ps for those interested in
genealogy, recommending star�ng by using
online resources such as the PCANZ’s extensive

Church records at www.presbyterian.org.nz/
archives, the Hocken Library (www.otago.ac.nz/
library/hocken) and Toitu (h�p://
www.toituosm.com/collec�ons/archives).
A�er that, visit those archives to see the actual
records, photographs and so on. Russell hopes
to locate records of his father’s service as an
elder of Raes Junc�on church, which was
opened in 1915.
And don’t forget to look for family names in
district histories, many of which were printed to
mark centennials. One he par�cularly values is
Waitahuna Memories, published in 1947, as it
was finding Duffs in this book that got him
started on his project.
“Sor�ng material by dates is quite difficult, as
things overlap date-wise. Instead, split it into
manageable chunks, such as work, church,
community involvement,” Russell advises.
Long a keen photographer, as was his father, he
has an enviable collec�on of old photographs, as
well as many he took travelling around New
Zealand. The biggest problem is not deciding
what to put into his book but what to leave out.
††

By Gillian Vine
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Book Review: Birding with the Bible

My cousin Lorraine is a United Church minister
on Bowen Island off the coast of North
Vancouver. The “Li�le Red Church” to which she
ministers is small and folksy and o�en
approaches Scripture in an unexpected way.
The church is nestled deep in the woods, so her
sermons o�en express gra�tude for the living
creatures with which we share this Earth.
Currently, she’s leading a series based on a book
called Consider the Birds: A Provoca�ve Guide to
Birds of the Bible. It’s wri�en by American
pastor Rev Debbie Blue (MA Yale Divinity School,
above), who is a founder of the ecumenical
House of Mercy in St. Paul, Minnesota.
Curiosity whe�ed, and knowing more than a
few birders at Knox, I bought the book to see if
perhaps something similar might be offered
here.
“As long as humans have been breathing,
they’ve been inves�ng birds with meaning”,
Blue writes in her introduc�on. Blue herself has
long been convinced that there was “something
about the sort of consciousness necessary for
birding that is very much like the prac�ce of
faith. It comes and goes. It requires wai�ng. You
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must use your both your body and your mind.
A�en�on is paramount.”
If you pay a�en�on enough, the grace of God –
like birds – starts showing up in places you’d
never no�ced it before.
In a breezy, at �mes too off-hand way (do we
really need to know about a birthday party she
a�ends? Or about her friend Diane?), she looks
at 10 birds which appear in biblical stories or
Jewish and early Chris�an commentaries: the
pigeon, the pelican, the quail, the vulture, the
eagle, the ostrich, the sparrow, the cock, the
hen and the raven.
Blue examines how each bird is referred to in
Scripture, her own responses to it, and then,
“provoca�vely” reinterprets the presumed
meanings in light of 21st century reali�es, and of
climate change most urgently. It’s provoca�ve
par�cularly if the reader aligns with the
American religious right, or is a “patrio�c”
Chris�an (“I love guns AND Jesus!”).
This is especially so in the chapter on eagles, the
supreme predator most embraced by empires,
militaries and so-called patriots everywhere,
and emblazoned on standards throughout
history, including the Romans’ and Nazi

Germany’s. In the US, missiles and fighter jets
are named for the bird, and it is their na�onal
symbol, Blue points out. There are even eagle
churches with eagle curricula and eagle
colleges. It is the bird most associated with
power and might, and yet it was rarely Jesus’
“go-to” bird, she adds drily.
“The eagle-Chris�an combina�on is not just
unhelpful, it’s dangerous…Our na�on says it
desires peace – but then presents on its insignia
a bald eagle – the fiercest bird. On the other
hand, in the midst of a discussion about power,
Jesus takes a child and says, ‘Here, embrace
this.’”
What, she wonders, would it have been like to
have had a robin or a chickadee on her country’s
na�onal seal. (Interes�ng bit of historical trivia:
Blue discovers that founding father Benjamin
Franklin vehemently opposed the choice of the
eagle as being a bird of “bad character”. He
preferred, instead, the wild turkey.)
Indeed, each chapter presents quirky bits of
informa�on that was new to me. For example,
the Hebrew word nesher, which is most o�en
translated as eagle, can also mean “griffon
vulture”. How might that affect our
understanding of God’s words to Moses, of
being li�ed up as on vulture wings (whose
wings, by the way, are massive. The Egyp�ans
equated the birds as protec�ve mothers or
grandmothers)?
Jesus as a pelican. That was another new one to
me, but it is a well-known symbol in
Catholicism; Thomas Aquinas wrote a hymn to

the Pelican Jesus. Why? Because at the �me
people mistook the reddish hue of the pelican’s
pouch for a mother bird shedding her own
blood so that her young might live.
Each chapter has its own gems of insight. The
consecu�ve chapters on the Cock and the Hen
contrasted most sharply the compe�ng images
of what a leader “should” be. The cock, then as
now, is the epitome of fierce, figh�ng, virile
machismo; the hen, of domes�city and broody
mothering. The cock called out Peter’s shameful
denial of Jesus – he was a “chicken”. And Jesus,
of all the magnificent birds he could have
compared himself to, likens himself to a hen.
This is an en�rely different kind of leader, a
stunning reversal of what it means to be
“powerful”. But as Blue argues, we resist it: we
very much want to believe in an Almighty god,
or at least a god that aligns with our own
understanding of “real” power: think of the
Crusades, the Inquisi�on, the conquistadores, to
know the unholy union between human power
struggles and the Gospel.
So much and more is unpacked when we
“consider the birds” with Debbie Blue. The style
won’t be to everyone’s taste, and she needed a
good editor to separate the proverbial wheat
from the chaff, but what wheat there is provides
much food for thought – certainly enough for
Knox to consider the possibility of its own Biblebased bird series.††
Consider the Birds: A Provoca�ve Guide to
Birds of the Bible, by Debbie Blue, Abingdon
Press, (2013)

By Jill Rutherford
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Choir News

Welcome Rosemary & Megan!

How did you come to join the choir? What
made you choose Knox in par�cular?
Rosemary Coppell (R): My mother and my
previous church minister had both studied in
Dunedin and both recommended Knox Church.
They knew I was looking to join a choir and
thought it would be a good fit for me.
Megan Smith (lower): I first came
to know about the Knox Junior
Choristers through my son Max's
school newsle�er welcoming new
junior members - he joined the
choir in May 2021. At his prac�ces,
I found myself (secretly) warming
up at the back of the room when
the adults arrived for their
rehearsal! By the end of the year,
there was a casual men�on that
perhaps I might like to join in with
the adults... and so here we are!
It's great to be part of the Knox community welcoming, inclusive and progressive!
What do you enjoy about singing in the choir?
R: I like the complexity of the pieces, the range
of style and composers, and how
the smaller size of the choir
means you have to listen to each
other.
M: The joy of coming together
and singing beau�ful music.
Have you sung before?
R: I sang in several choirs growing
up, and in the Wellington
Cantoris choir on and off for 10
years. I studied and worked in UK
and Ireland for four years, and
while there sang with St Peter's
Lu�on Place Church choir in Edinburgh and
Christ Church choir in Rathgar, Dublin.
Megan: I was in the Otago Girls' Madrigal Choir
many years back under Dulcie Gunn. I have such
joyous memories of those 'Madrigal' days, the
na�onal compe��ons (we even went to one in
Hawaii), and the friendships and joy we had in
singing together.
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Any favourite hymns or pieces of music? Or
new music you’ve discovered since joining the
choir?
R: I was raised on classical and church music and
love the tradi�onal hymns, masses and requiem.
I enjoy singing madrigals and I am far too fond
of opera and Gilbert & Sullivan songs.
M: A personal favourite is “The Lord
is My Shepherd” (Schubert). Karen
exposes us to a range of wonderful
music. Some new favourites include
“God so Loved the World” (Chilco�),
“Sanctus” (Karl Jenkins) and Stainer's
The Crucifixion (“Is it nothing to
you?”).
What do you do during the week –
study, job?
R: I am a conservator at Otago
Museum. I assess and repair
collec�on items, help change displays and
exhibi�ons, and monitor the galleries and
storeroom for environmental changes. The
storerooms are very Night At the Museum, and I
have become lost in there.
M: During the week I am busy
working at the University
(interna�onal student recruitment)
and rushing around a�er Max, Mike
and Magnum (the dog)!
A bit of background?
R: I mostly grew up in Wellington with
four siblings. I sound vaguely Bri�sh
but I am not; my mum was just very
keen on clear elocu�on. I love history
and baking.
M: I’m from Dunedin, but lived in
Auckland, Invercargill and Christchurch,
following Mike's job pos�ngs. In 2009 we moved
to Lund, Sweden; we loved it so much we stayed
in Sweden for 10 years! Max was born there,
immersed in Swedish preschool and school,
before we moved back to New Zealand
mid-2019 to take up job opportuni�es here.††

Vale, Graeme Marsh

Businessman & Philanthropist Farewelled
Dunedin born and bred, businessman,
philanthropist, sportsman, family man and
churchman, Graeme James Marsh was
farewelled recently at a well-a�ended service at
Knox. He was in his 89th year.
Although of declining health in
recent years, Graeme
a�ended Knox with his wife
Eunice whenever he could,
always stopping to chat with
the many people he knew. He
was especially delighted to
discover a�er church one day
that a young chorister had
a�ended his old school,
Arthur Street, a school at
which he had established a valuable scholarship
for boys going on to his other alma mater,
Otago Boys’ High School.
Eunice and Graeme were married at Knox by
the Rev James Matheson in 1955. Later on,
Graeme become a communicant member of
Māori Hill (now Highgate) Presbyterian Church
but he also a�ended services at Knox. Eunice
recalls that he found spiritual renewal in the
tradi�onal service and listening to the
magnificent organ and choir music which he
supported financially. In later years, she said, he
appreciated the fellowship of the Friday men’s
group and the care he received from Kerry
Enright.
As a young man from a modest background,
Graeme would do up and sell vehicles to help
pay his way through the University of Otago
where he received his accountancy degree.
Graeme eventually established Marsh Motors,
acquired Zephyr Caravans, and then, in 1963,
Cooke and Howlison with late brother Eric. He
also invested in a number of other South Island
dealerships, leading to the forma�on of the
Oakwood Group with family members in 1996.
Even a�er his “re�rement” at age 80, Graeme
maintained a strong interest in his many

dealerships and businesses. More recently, he
would even drive his “EV”, a blue mobility
scooter, to meet up with friends at Rhubarb
Café in Roslyn village.
For his services to business and
exports, he was made a
Commander of the Order of the
Bri�sh Empire in 1995, and was
recognised in the Enterprise NZ
Trust Business Hall of Fame.
Among other prominent roles,
Graeme was also the na�onal
president of the Motor Trade
Associa�on, president of the NZ
Society of Accountants, Otago
branch, a member of the Australia
and New Zealand Business Council
and the Prime Minister’s Enterprise Council.
One of the honours he was most proud of came
in 2014 when he was awarded the University of
Otago’s first Honorary Doctorate of Commerce.
He had strong �es to his university, serving on
the University Council for over a decade and
chairing its investment commi�ee. He and
Eunice also generously supported the university;
a state-of-the-art study centre on Castle Street
was named for the Marsh family.
The Marshes also supported Columba College,
and a number of charitable causes including the
Otago Rescue Helicopter Trust, the former
Fortune Theatre and Olveston Historic Home.
Other interests included tennis (he travelled to
Wimbledon nine �mes) where he met his wife
of 67 years, and he helped with various tennis
clubs.
Together, Graeme and Eunice had four children,
Susan, John, Jill and David, nine grandchildren
and five great-grandchildren. To them all, we
send our sympathies.††
(Compiled from University of Otago and
AutoTalk ar�cles, & a conversa�on with Eunice
Marsh. Thanks especially to Judith Borick of
Highgate Church.)

By Jill Rutherford
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Knox People
Alexa Choie and Max Smith represented Knox Junior Choristers
at the recent Dunedin Symphony Orchestra’s Mozart Monster
Mash concert at the Dunedin Town Hall.
Mum Megan Smith says the kids “did a great job”, especially as
the only children par�cipa�ng in the full choir (with other Knox
adult choir members, City Choir Dunedin and Logan Park High
School Choir). “It was such a great experience for them and nice
for Knox juniors to be represented – even a men�on in the
introduc�ons at the concert and in the ODT review too!”
Special thanks to Sara Brown for arranging the opportunity for
the young singers.
In late May, choir member Jesse Hanan wowed
audiences as Joseph in Bayfield High School’s produc�on
of Joseph and the Amazing Technicolour Dreamcoat.
A�er one show he was able to catch up with some
familiar Knox faces: Maadi and Skyla Knopf. Joseph is
Maadi’s favourite musical and she knows all the words to
every song.
Two birthday girls deserve a
big shout-out: Nora Calvert
th
who turned 97 on July 20 and Lyndall Hancock who is now 94
years’ young! Here’s to you both!
And last but definitely not least, a belated congratula�ons to Dr
Royden Somerville, QC, on his Honorary Doctorate of Laws,
awarded by the University of Otago at the May gradua�on
ceremony for his exemplary leadership and service as Chancellor,
Pro-Vice Chancellor and member of the University Council.

CONTACT INFORMATION:
Minister: Kerry Enright
027 067 5542, minister@knoxchurch.net
Associate Minister: Jordan Redding
027 428 5234, jordan@knoxchurch.net
Office Secretary: Jacqui Carroll
03 477 0229/1, admin@knoxchurch.net
Choir Director & Organist: Karen Knudson
kknudson@xtra.co.nz
Children's Ministry: Jordan Redding
027 428 5234, jordan@knoxchurch.net
Knox Youth Group: Vanessa Sinclair
020 4139 4465,
vanessasinclair1515@gmail.com
Page 16

Council Clerk: Lincoln Coe, 021 539 872
councilclerk@knoxchurch.net
Deacons’ Court Clerk: Suzanne Bishop,
03 476 3271, suzken.bishop@gmail.com
Planned Giving Coordinator: Chris Bloore,
03 473 7007,
plannedgiving@knoxchurch.net

KNOX NEWS:
Editor: Jill Rutherford,
jill.rutherford@outlook.co.nz
021 0844 5122/03 477 0891
Contributors: Helen Thew, Kerry Enright,
Lincoln Coe, Liz Miller, Lee Somerville,
Gillian Vine, Alexander Heyes
Photos: Ian Thomson, internet

